ACROSS THE BLUE MOUNTAINS - Activity Sheet 3

Carefully read the passage from Blaxland’s journal.
Then read and answer in sentence form.

N

On the next morning, leaving two men to take care of the
horses and provisions, they proceeded to cut a path through
the thick brushwood, on what they considered the main ridge of
the mountains.

As they ascended the mountain, the gullies became much
deeper, and more rocky on each side. They now began to mark
their track by cutting bark of the trees on two sides. Having cut
their way for about five miles, they returned in the evening to
the spot on which they had encamped the night before. The
fifth day was spent continuing the same tedious operation; but,
as much time was necessarily lost in walking twice over the
track cleared the day before, they were unable to cut away
more than two miles further. They found no food for the horses
the whole day. An emu was heard on the other side of the gully,
calling continually in the night.

N

A

1.Why did the explorers have to cut a path through the bush?

2.Write down a sentence which shows how dangerous the mountain crossing
was.

3.How did the explorers mark their path?




4. Why do you think they marked the path in this way?

5.Why do you think they didn’t mark their path from the beginning of the
journey?

6. If this passage finishes on the fifth day, the day before must have been the
day.

7.The explorers began their journey on Tuesday 11 May 1813. Work out the
dates of the two days referred to in the passage.

a. b.

8.0n the first of these days how far did they cut their way?
(1 mile=1.6 kilometres)

9.Find words in the passage that mean:

went up

supplies

wearisome
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